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Aud Judah and Iſrael dwelt ſafely, every Man under 
8 bis Fine, and under bis Fig-tre, _ 


HES E Words contain a ſhort, but juſt. 
and ſtrong Deſcription of the Proſperity 
and Happineſs, of Judah and [/rael in the 
Reign of King Solomon. Every Man dwelt ſafely, 
under his Vine, and under his Fig-tree. Whatever. 
any one had a Right to poſſeſs, that he enjoyed 
ſecurely, and without Interruption, Property was 
_ conſtantly preſerved, and Juſtice was impartially 
_ adminiſtred. The Ends of Government were fully 
anſwered by a Courſe of national Felicity, in which 
the Welfare of every good Subject was included. 
No Nation, under Heaven, fince the jewiſh Go- 


vernment ceaſed, has had ſuch Deliverances, and re- 


markable 


Fuß; 
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markable Interpoſitions 


E 
of divine Providence in their 
Favour, as we in theſe Lands have been bleſſed with. 


All the Endeavours uſed by our Enemies to deſtro 
our holy Religion, and our free and well conſtitut- 


ed Government, and to eftabliſh Popery and Tyranny 
in their Room, have been hitherto unſucceſsful. 
The late wicked Attempt to deprive us of all 
that is dear to us, as Men, Chriſtians, and Proteſ- 
tants, has by the good Hand of our God been utter- 
ly defeated. The Devices of factious Men have been 


happily diſappointed, and their Counſel carried head 


long. And as we are met together to return Thanks 
to Almighty God for this Deliverance, I will fr, 


ſhew its Importance, and ſecondly, how it ſhould 


be improved by us. | ED 
Tre Importance of the Deliverance may be 


eaſily diſcerned by one, that will confider what 


would have been the Conſequence of the Rebel- 


lion's taking Effect. The Perſon, in whoſe Favour 
it was raiſed, and who claims a Right to the Crown 


of Britain, is known to be a Papiſt. This he has 


never denied. And one muſt have little Diſcern- 
ment, who is capable of believing, That the Pro- 
teſtant Religion can flouriſh under a Popyſh Govern- 


ment. Light and Darkneſs are not more oppoſite 
to one another, than the mild, gentle, and bene- 
volent Spirit of the Goſpel, and that furious and 


perſecuting Spirit, with which Popery inſpites its 
real Votaries. One trained up in this Myſtery of Ini- 
 guity is an open Enemy to the Religious Rights of 
Proteſtants, And had the Rebellion ſucceeded, this 


moſt dreadful Superflition would have prevailed in 
theſe Lands; a Superſtition built on the Ruins of 


Reaſon and of common Senſe, and ſupported by 


Bloodſhed, and every Engine of Tyranuy and De- 
ſtruction. To this Cauſe the Pretender is devoted, 


and the foreign Powers, by whoſe Aſſiſtance he env 


deavoured to deprive us of our Liberties. 1 is 
1 e 


Bs 24 Þ 
their common Intereſt, in the Support of which 
they are firmly united. 

Basis, the Grounds, on which the Wunde 
has claimed the Crown of England, are as contrary. 
ro the natural Rights of Mankind, as to our. Con- 
ſtitution, and directly tend to eſtabliſh an Abſolute 
and uncontrouled Tyranny. - He has ſet up as the 
Heir and Succeſſor of the late K ing James, by Vir- 
tue of a ſuppoſed hereditary and indefeaſibie Right z 
that is, a Right to govern theſe Nations without 
their Conſent z to diſpoſe of them as his Inheri- 


| tance and abſolute Property; a Right not ſubject 


to Forfeiture on his Part, nor to Controul by the 


People, even in Caſe of univerſal, impending Ruin. 


Can a Principle be deviſed more deſtructive of the 
natural Rights of Men than this ? Ir cuts up Li- 
berty by the Roots, and puts them upon a Lv 
with the Beaſts of the Field. 


Tn Conſequence therefore of Succeſs in the 


late infamous Rebellion would have been the Subver- 


ſion of our Religion, Laws, and Liberties, - Ima- 


gine a free People deprived of their Properties by 


armed Force; not governed by Laws made with 


their own Conſent, but ſcourged by an arbitrary 


Tyrant; not inſtructed in a Way ſuitable to the 
Dignity of human Nature, bur blinded by ignorant 
Prieſts; and you have a juſt Idea of that State of 


Things, which a Revolution in Favour of a Popiſh 
Pretender would introduce. What a Bleſſing then, 
is it that the wicked Enterprize has not ſucceeded ? 


That our wiſe Conſtitution is maintained againſt the 


Attempts of a worthleſs Invader, and the deſpe · 
rate Party, that liſted under his Banners? 


As the Rehellion threatened the greateſt Evils, that 


can befal a free, Proteſtant People, Popery and Sla- 


very, with all the Train of Miſchiefs, which una- 

voidably atrend them; ſo by the Suppreſſion of it, 

we continue to enjoy the molt ſubſtantial Bleſſi ings, 
Qur 


FIS17 1 
Our only. lawful Sovergigy poſſeſſeth his Crown to 
the Joy of every Subject, that. wiſhes well to the 
reil Happineſs of Britain and Ireland. He is the 
faithſul Guardian of our Rights, both Civil and Re- 
ligious. Wiſe and good Laws are enacted, and im- 
partially executed. And though we are engaged in 
x juſt War abroad in Maintenance of the Ballance 


of Power in Europe; yet, every good Subject at 


home, if I may fo expreſs it, /its under his Vine, and 


under his Fig- tres; ſecurely enjoying the Fruit of his 
Lubour and honeſt Induſtry, and, which is more, his 


Religious Liberty: No Man is Lord over our Faith, 


Our Conſciences are left free from the Doctrine, and 


Commandments of Men, in Things which concern 


our everlaſting Salvation. We have Liberty to make 
the beſt uſe we can of our Reaſon in matters of 
Religion; to ſearch the Scriptures; to profeſs what we 
find therein revealed; to worſhip God in the Way 

which we judge to be molt acceptable to him, and 
moſt conducive to our own Salvation. Bleſſed Pri- 


vilege! For Religion is a reaſonable Service, conſiſt- 


ing in the Exerciſe of our rational Powers and Ca- 
pacities, and in the conſequent Practice of all that 
is pure, pious, and good. It is in every Reſpect a 
voluntary Service, flowing from the deliberate Ap- 
probation of our own Hearts, To talk of any 


Thing in Religion, which is not matter of Choice, 


is a great Abſurdity, What conſtitutes a Man a 


_ Chriſtian, but embracing the Doctrines and Laws of 


Jeſus, and obeying them on the Divine Principles of 
Faith and holy Love ? Can Faith be rational 


when we do not diſcern what Chrift has revealed, 


bur take that upon Truſt, by ſubmitting our Con- 
ſciences implicitly ro the Authority of fallible Men? Is 


this the Method to guard. againſt Error? To ſearch 
the Scriptures? Or to diſcern the Way of Salvation? 


How happy is our Situation! God has appointed 
us to aCt our Part in this World at a Pcriod of Time, 
10 1 


; 


( 


. 
\ 


of King James the 


E 
when Liberty i is protected by the Laws of our Coun- 


955 and Conſcience is not oppreſſtd by the Tyranny 
A 


mbirious Pries. And any one, who knows whir 


it is to worſhip God with Underſtanding and his 


beſt Affections, will readily perceive what matter of 
i Thankſgiving the Suppreſſion of the late Re- 

lion affords, as it directly ſtruck at thoſe valua- 
ble Bleſſings, What honeſt of whine] would have 
deſired to out- live the Deſtruction. of public Liber- 
ty, which has been highly eſteemed by the wiſeſt 


and beſt of Men; and for the Support of which 


there have been many glorious Struggles in Britain 
and heland? 
Many, who have been before us, def Py he 


the Days, which we enjoy, and have not ſeen them, 


'Theſe Nations have enjoyed more Liberty ſinoe the 


Acceſſion of the Reigning Family, than they did for 
many Ages before. This deſerves to be fairly conficer- 


ed, both to excite our Gratitude to God, whoſe 


Goodneſs is the Original of all our Happineks ; ; and 
to ſhew our Obligations to perſevere 1 in Loyalty co 
his Majeſty on the Throne, With a View to this, 
and not to abuſe the Memory of the dead, I will 


briefly compare his Adminiftration with that of dome 


Princes, that were before him. 


We need not 7 o farther back chin to chu Reign 


and oppreſſive at home. He inſulted Parliaments 3 
riſoned ſome of their Members; endeavoured en- 


rel to ſet them aſide ; and thus nee ar abſolute 
Monarchy. To the ſacred Rights of Conſcience he 
yl little Regard, there being many Inſtances of Per- 
ecution in his Reign. He was extremely induftri- 

* in marrying his Son Charles to a Princeſs of the 
Popiſh Religion, which proved the Cauſe of much 


. 


Wi to cheſe Nations. 


irſt, which greatly ſunk the Ho- 
nour of the Britiſh Nation abroad, and was arbitrar 


. CE LCC IR, 
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As He ſet Charles che Firſt a bad Example both 
in Religion and in Politics 3 this Prince was fo unhap- 


py as to follow it, His Reign was almoſt one con- 


tinued Invaſion on the Liberties of the People : His 


illegal Exactions of Money from them, and. govern» 


ing ſeveral Years without a Parliament, and above all, 
the inhuman Perſecution, that prevailed in his Reign, 


are a Proof of this. A noble Stand, indeed, was made 


for Liberty in his Reign; but the Fruits of it were 
loſt by an ambitious Man, who committed the Eyil, 


which he pretended, to remedy. La 
Tunis cannot be denied by the intelligent Friends 
of Liberty, For Cromwell governed thefe Nations 


without their Concurrence. - During his whole Ad- 
- miniſtration there was not one free Repreſentative ot 


the People : He therefore, deſerves no other Title than 
that of a lawleſs Uſurper. NP eee 
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KING Charles the Second followed the Steps of his 


" 


Father. Hegpaid little Regard to the Conſtitution, 


and was under the Influence of the worſt Counſels. 


He proſtituted the Honour of England by becoming 
a2 Tool of France in oppreſſing the Liberty of Europe. 
His Aim was to be an abſolute Prince; but through 
Indolence and an exceſſive Love of Pleaſure, he would 


not undergo the Labour neceſſary to accompliſh ſuch 


a Deſign. A very ſevere Perſecution raged the great- 


eſt Part of his Reign. This was felt by the Presby- 


terians in Scotland, and by the Proteſtant Diſſenters in 
England, and in Lreland. 1 eee ee 


James the Second openly attacked the Fundamen- 


tals of the Brit Conſtitution, As he was a ſtiff, 
obſtinate Bigot to Popery, he was determined to 


ſupport this at any Rate, and trampled on the Laws 
made againſt it. His violent Attempts on the Con- 
ſtitution awakened a noble Spirit in the Engliſh Na- 
tian, who invited the Prince of Orange to come and 


8 ſupport it. This illaſtrious Prince, who had before 
diftinguiſhed himſelf by a Zeal for publick Liberty 


and 


©& 38% | 
and the Protefiant Religion, was the bleſſed Inſtru- 
ment of ſaving theſe Nations from imminent Ruin. 
A happy Revolution took Place, and the forfeited 
, Crown was fet on His Head, which he wore for 
the Benefit of the People, Then Liberty began ro 
flouriſh, and the inglorious Triumphs of Perſecution 
and arbitrary Power were at an End. And that no- 
thing, within the Reach of human Prudence, might 
be wanting to compleat the national Happinels, the 
Succeſſion of the Crown was ſettled in the Augult 
Houle of Hanover. uo: e e 24-4: 6] 
Tux firſt Part of the next Reign was very pro- 


3 mifing, Queen Ann was, for a Lime, the Scourge 


of Tyrants, and a Terror to the Enemies of England. 
Her Arms were bleſſed with a Series of glorious 
Victories, under the great Duke of Marlborough. 
But quitting her true Friends and faithful Counſel- 
lors, and putting her ſelf under the Direction and 
Influence of Perſons, whoſe Defigns and Views were 
very different from thoſe which animated her for- 
mer Miniſtry, the darkned all che Glory of her 

Reign, and died unlamented by all who wiſhed. 


well to the Liberties of theſe Nations. 
Tux Aecceſſion of King George the Firſt to the 


Britiſh Crown at à very critical Time, is a memo» 
rable Event, which gave Joy to every true Proteſtant. 
For then the happy Settlement made in the Reign of 
King William took Place. And from that Time to 
this, all the Advantages, which the Revolulion and 
that Settlement promiſed theſe Nations, have been 
ny ehen by theũů . 
No People on Earth poſſeſſeth Liberty, and all 
the Bleſſings which it produceth, in the ſame De- 
gree with us. Our Rights are maintained. Our 
Laws are wiſely executed. No Claim is uſed to 
diſpenſe with them. Every one's Property is ſe- 
cure. And Conſcience is left free in Matters purely 
Neligioa s. Ii 50; is 
55 3 Wuar. 
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43 1&4 
Wurar a Felicity then is it, that the late horrid 
Attempt to rob us of thoſe valuable Bleſſings has 
not ſucceeded ? In what Perfection do. we enjoy 
them above our Fathers, who lived before the Re- 
wolntion! 


* 


Ir us then, Secondly, fee how we ſhould im- 
prove the Deliverance, which God has vouchſafed 
us. This is a very concerning Paint. 


Now, it is our indiſpenſible Duty to make the 


moſt grateful Acknowledgements to Almighty God, 
who is the Author of our Being, and of all our 
Happineſs. As he made the World originally; fo 


he continually governs it by his holy and wiſe Pro- 
vidence, in ſuch a manner as molt effectually tends 
to promote the great Purpoſes, for which he brought 


it into Being. No Event is exempted from his In- 


ſpection. His Prqvidence extends to the Things, 
which are accounted by us the molt inconſiderable. 
Are not two Sparrows ſold for a farthing? And one of 


them ſhall not fall on the Ground, without your Father. 


But the very Hairs of\ your Head are all numbered. To 
his Bleſſing the beſt concerted Schemes owe their 
Succels, His Dominion is an everlaſting Dominion— _ 
And be doth according to his Will in the Army of Hea- 
ven, and among the Inbabitants of the Earth, Through 
an amazing Variety of Events he uniformly carries on 
one great Deſign, the promoting Piety, Virtue, 
Happineſs. And whatever Good we enjoy, is de- 
rived from him immediately, or more remotely. 
Ihe Deliverance lately vouchſafed us is the Effect 
of his all- perfect Goodneſs, Juſtly may we ſay with _ 
the devour Pfalmilt : F it had not been the Lord who 
das uu bur Side, when Men roſe up againſt us; then bad 
they ſwallowed us up quick, when their Wrath was 
| Our Help is in the Name of 
the Lord, who hath made Heaven and Earth, To pre- 
tend to believe that there is a wile, all- directing Mind 
at the Head of Nature, and not practically to . 


kindled againſt MS, — 
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ledge this great Truth, is a ſhamefal Inconſiſtence. 
Not unto us, O Lord, not unto us, but unto thy Name 

be Glory and Praiſe, for thy Mercy and thy Truth's ſute. 

| © Thine, O Lord, is the Greatneſs, and the Power, and 
5 ide Glory, and the Viflory, and the Majefty , for all that 
[ is in the Heaven, and in the Earth, is thine; thine is 
the Kingdom, O Lord, and thou art exalted as Head a- 
bove all. Both Riches and Honour come of thee, and 
thou reigneſt over all, and in thine Hand is Power and 
Might, and in thine Haud it is to mike great, and to 
give Strength unto all. Now therefore, our God, we 
thank thee, and praiſe thy glorious Name. 


Non ſhould we forget, that next under God, who 
is the Lord of Battles, the Succeſs, which attended 
bis Majeſty's Arms on the 16th of April laſt, is to be 
aſcribed to the Wiſdom and Conduct of his Rayal 
Highneſs, the Duke of Cumberland, and to the Cou- 
rage of the brave Men, who fought under him. To 
_ theſe Inſtruments of our Safety due Honour ſhould 
be paid. This Religion requires. Ingratitude to 
our Benefactors is a Crime of great Malignity. 
Scarcely any Quality is more univerſally condemn- 
ed by the conſiderate Part of Mankind than that. 
And it is a high Offence againſt God, to be un- 
orateful to thoſe, by whom he has worked a ſig- 
nal Deliverance ſor us, and who haz irded «their 
Lives in the Defence of our Liberties. His Provi- 
dence, indeed, has interpoſed on our B:half ; but 
not in a miraculous Way. He has conveyed to 
us the defired Bleſſing through the Miſdom and 
Activity of ſecond Cauſes. To theſe therefore, due 
Acknowledgments ſhould be made, 
TuAxks are alſo due to thoſe who were de- 
| termined, had there been Occaſion, to venture. 
their Lives, in the Defence of his Majeſty's juſt 
and mild Government. A noble Spirit of Loyal- 
, Þ + ty and of manly Liberty, appearing among Pra» 
teſtants of every Denomination, ſoon convinced 
B 2 FE 
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our Enemies, that we had fo high an Eſteem for 
our Liberties, that we would not OP ive them 
up. 
AGAIN Let what wweafloned the Rebellion 


ever be our Abhorrence, the Principles of Pope- 


. 


u, of an abſolute "hereditary Right, and a baſe 


worldly Spirit, which tempted - ſome to break 


through the ſacred Ties of Religion, of Honour, 


and of Conſcience. Let us ever look on Popery 
as the groſſeſt Corruption of Chriſtianity," and the 


vileſt Tyranny over the Underſtandings of Men; 
which can never take Place, till they, have re- 


nounced the Uſe of theſe; and which has often 


diveſted Men of Humanity, Compaſſion, and of 
all that is lovely in human Nature. Scarce any 


thing, that ever was called Religion, has done 


more Miſchief to Mankind than Popery, which for 


ſome Ages had well nigh extinguiſhed Chriſtiani- 


ty from among them. It laid the Honour of 
this divine Inſtitution in the Duſt, and till hin - 
ders its Propagation among 'the Nations of the 
Earth 


feaſible Right, is abſurd and ernicious, and more 


The Doctrine of an ahſolute and inde- 


than once it threatened the xtirpation of Britifh 


Liberty. All, who embrace ir, condemn' the late 


glorious Revolution, and the Hanover Succeſſion. 
And one mult have a very odd Caſt of Mind, 
who can believe that Slavery is of divine Inſtitu- 
tion. -And as to a worldly Spirit, which 
prompts Men to a& in Defiance of- folemn Oaths, 


of Religious Principles, and of - Conſcience, the 
Evil of This. is roo plain to need being n 


on. 
= Porte; ; ſince the Proteſtant Intereſt | is ſtill 
maintained in theſe Nations, notwithſtanding all 


the Endeavours uſed to oppreſs it; all its Friends 


ſhould behave well towards one another, Con- 


cord, Flariionys and Peace n Proteſtants are 


their 


K 
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» | ; their Glory and their Strength. It is true, there 
is no Reaſon to expect that in every Point they 
will think alike, or obſerve the ſame Modes of 
'- Worſhip As a late judicious Prelate obſerved in 
| | 2'Letter to his Clergy on Occaſion of the Rebel- 
| of lion, now happily extinguiſhed, ” „This is not 
„e their Duty”. It cannot ſurely be the Duty of 
a reaſonable Being to act againſt the deliberate 
Determinations of Conſcience, This would not be 
Religion, but a Contempt of God, and of all 'thar 
can be called Sacred. But though Proteſtants have 
| different Sentiments - in ſome Points, and uſe dif- 
/ ferent Forms and Modes of Worſhip; they may, 
notwithſtanding” this, be united in the Defence of 
their common Cauſe : They may practiſe Charity 
and Moderation one towards another; abſtain from 
injurious Reproaches and uncharitable Cenſures; 
and treat one another as Heirs of the ſame heavenly 
Inheritance. Want of Union among Proteflants is 
— | their Reproach, and the Triumph of Rome, their 
common Enemy, Did more divine Charity prevail 
among them, Popery would want one of its great 
Supports. For its Friends well know how to im- 
prove Animoſities and. Diffentions among Proteſlants 
to their Diſadvantage. ee ry 
Ix is very msi from a ſeries of Scripture · Pro- 
phecies, that Truth will finally prevail over Error, 
and that the pure and uncorrupted Goſpel of Jelus 
ä will be the Religion of the World. And it is cer- 
tdtiein that Popery greatly obſtructs its Progreſs, as it 
prejudiceth Jews, Mabometans, and Pagans againſt it. 
W harever then, in any Degree, ſupports Popery, is 
|  Hurtfulto the molt important Intereſt in the World, 
<P the Propagation of the Goſpel among thoſe who 
* fit in Darkneſs. But the Animoſities and Uncha- 


1 -ritablenels that prevail among Proteſtants give 
„ ee to Popery. All therefore, 
Countenance and Support to Popery. All therefore, 
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our Enemies, that we had ſo high an Eſteem for 
our Liberties, that we would not e Sire chem 
up. 


Ac AN; Let what eveafioned the Rebellion 
ever be our Abhorrence, the Principles of Pope- 
ry, of an abſolute hereditary Right, and a baſe 
worldly Spirit, which tempted ſome to break 
through the ſacred Ties of Religion, of Honour, 
and of Conſcience. Let us ever look on Popery 
as the groſſeſt Corruption of Chriſtianity," and the 
vileſt Tyranny over the Underſtandings of Men; 
which can never take Place, till they, have re- 
nounced the Uſe of theſe ; and which has often 
diveſted Men of Humanity, Compaſſion, and of 
all that is lovely in human Nature. Scarce any 
thing, that ever was called Religion, has done 
more Miſchief to Mankind than Popery, which for 
8 Ages had well nigh extinguiſhed Chriſtiani- 

from among them. It laid the Honour of 
| this divine Inſtitution in the Duſt, and ſtill hin- 
ders its Propagation among the Nations of the 
Earth The Doctrine of an abſolute and inde- 
 Feaſible Right, is abſurd and ernicious, and more 
than once it threatened the Extirpation of Britiſh 
Liberty. All, who embrace ir, condemn' the late 
glorious Revolution; and the Hanover Succeſſion. 
And one mult have a very odd Caſt of Mind, 
who can believe that Slavery is of divine Inſtitu- 
tion. And as to a worldly Spirit, * which 
prompts Men to act in Defiance of ſolemn Oaths, 
of Religious Principles, and of Conſcience, the 
Evil of this is too plain to need being Oe 
on. 

Pon zun 5 nice the Praeſant Intereſt is ill 
maintained in theſe Nations, notwithſtanding all 
the Endeavours uſed to oppreſs it; all its Friends 
ſnould behave well towards one another. Con- 
cord, meer and Peace among Proteſtants are 

their 


— 
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their Glory and their Strength. It is true, there 
is no Reaſon to expect that in every Point they 
will think alike, or obſerve the ſame Modes of 
Worſhip. As a late judicious Prelate obſerved in 
a Letter ro his Clergy on Occafion of the Rebel- 


lion, now happily | extinguiſhed, * „This is not 


„their Duty”. It cannot ſurely be the Duty of 


a reaſonable Being to aft againſt the deliberare 


Determinations of Conſcience, 'This would not be 


Religion, but a Contempt of God, and of all that 


can be called Sacred. But though Proteſtants have 


different Sentiments in ſome Points, and uſe dif- 


ferent Forms and Modes of Worſhip 3 they may, 
notwithſtanding this, be united in the Defence of 


their common Cauſe : They may practiſe Charity 


and Moderation one towards another; abſtain from 


| injurious Reproaches and uncharitable Cenſures; 


and treat one another as Heirs of the ſame heavenly 


Inheritance. Want of Union among Proteftants S 


their Reproach, and the Triumph of Rome, their 


common Enemy. Did more divine Charity prevail 
among them, Popery would want one of its great 


Supports. For its Friends well know how to im- 


prove' Animoſities and inne among Proteſlants 
to their Dyſadvantay 


Ir is very 1 n a ſeries of Seripture · Pro- 
phecies, that Truth will finally prevail over Error, 


and that the pure and uncorrupted Goſpel of Jeſus 


will be the Religion ef the World. And it is cer- 
tain that Popery greatly 'obſtructs irs Progrels, as it 
prejudiceth Jews, Mabometans, and Pagans againſt it. 


Whatever then, in any Degree, ſupports Popery, is 
hurtful to the molt important Intereſt in the World, 
the Propagation of the Goſpel among thoſe who 
fit in Darkneſs. But the Animoſities and Uncha- 
ritableneſs that prevail among Proteſtants give 
Oountenance and is :4 nd to N Al therefore, 


who 


to it; when the gen 
tention among them { 
in the Love of God and öf Mankind, who will 
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who love the Religion of Jeſus in its native Puri- 
ty, and deſire that it ſhould pervail aniver/ally, ought 
to guard againſt every thing that tends to hinder its 
Succeſs; and particularly, Proteſtants ſhould lay a- 
ſide all Wrath and Clamour, all Hatred and Un- 
charitableneſs, and ſhould ever lay their Minds open 
to the Influence of the Viſdom that is from above, 
which is „irt pure, then peaceable, gentle and eaſie to 
be intreated, full of Mercy and good Fruits, without 
Partiality, and without Hypocriſ p. 


4 


Tux ſhould alſo encourage a free and ingenu- 
ous ſpirit of Inquiry. For without Inquiry Truth 
cannot be attained, How ſhall they, who are Stran- 
gers to the Goſpel, be acquainted: with it, if they 


do not caſt off the Bonds of Slavery, whereby 


they are now held, and freely ſearch for Truth? © 
In ſhort, Liberty is the Support of Inquiry: 


And Inquiry is the Way to Truth. And when 
they who profeſs the Proteſtant reformed Religion 
ſhall lay theſe Things to Heart, and adhere to the 


Truth as it is in Jeſus; when they ſhall keep in 
View the End of Chriſtianity, and ſteadily act up 


—_ Strife, the glorious Con- 


ul be, who will moſt excel 


be the brighteſt Patterns of Humility, Goodneſs, 


and Purity, who will give the beſt Demonſtration 


of a univerſal, God-like Benevolence; Then there 
will be juſt Cauſe to conclude, that the bleſſed 
Time is near when Popery will be no more; when, 


as there is one Lord, His Name will be one through 


tbe Earth, But it is vain to expect that this 
will happen, till Chriſtianity will have a more pow- 
erſul Influence on thoſe who profeſs it; that is, 
till they love Truth and Holinels above all Party- 
Intereſts, and ſincerely conform themſelves to the 
Laws and Example of Jeſus. As ane of the wiſeſt 


and greateſt Divines of the laſt Age juſtly obſerv- 
Ln ; l 


| | 


C1; 1 
ed; © Living powerful Religion, when it reco- 
ee vers, will diſdain the Limits of a Party. Nor is 


« it to be thought, that Religion, modified by the 


&« deviſed Diſtinctions of this or that Party, will 
& ever be the Religion of the World.” The Re- 
ligion of Jeſus conſiſts in ſuch a Senſe of the di- 


vine Things he hath revealed, as purifieth the Hearts 
of Men from corrupt Thoughts and Deſires; as de- 
termines them to live above the periſhing Enjoy- 


ments of this preſent World; to have their Cox ver- 


ation in Heaven z, to worſhip God with pure Minds 
and devour Affections; to do good; to act in Con- 


cert with God, who is Love; and to perform all 


the Works of Righteouſneſs which are by Jeſus Chriſt 


unto his Glory and Praiſe. Let us then, daily pray, That 
« the Kingdom of God may come; That the Life, Power, 
% and Spirit of the Goſpel may actuate all, who pro- 
e feſs it; that it may have a free, unreſtrained Courle 


in the World, till it be entertained by all Nations.“ 


LASsTLv, my Brethren, ſince we all ſhare in the 
Advantages of Liberty, and that Freedom of Religion, 
which cannot be too highly eſteemed, let us conduct 


our ſelves ſuitably to theſe ineſtimable Bleſſings. Let 


us perlevere in our unblemiſh'd Loyalty to our only 


rightful Sovereign King George; and pray that his 


Reign may be proſperous and happy; and that the 


Suoceſſion to his Crown may continue in his Auguſt 
Family to the lateſt Generations. 75 


As we enjoy the Rights of Conſcience, and are un- 


diſturbed in their Exerciſe, let us make no other 
Ude of them, than to acquaint our ſelves with the 


Religion of Jeſus in its native Simplicity, and to live ac- 


cCordingly. The Love of Truth and of Holineſs ſnould 


be daily cheriſhed by us. Without that the out ward 


Profeſſion of Religion is of no Moment. For the 


Kingdom of God is not in Word, but in Power. To 
what Purpoſe is it to be delivered from the Tyranny 
of Pope y, if we ſtill retain any Remains of its violent 
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and unchar itable Spirit? Of * is it to 
be called to the Knowledge of the glorious everluſtin 
Goſpel, if our Lives be not anſwerable to it? Let us al- 
ways ſtudy to have Conſtiences void of Offence toward - 
God, and toward Man, and adorn our Chriſtian Profeſ- 
fion by the uniform and conſtant Practice of all that is 
good and praiie-worthy. If we «ſe Liberty for an Occa- 
„ion to the Fleſh, to indulge our ſelves in any Kind of 
Iniquity, we will be utterly without Excuſe in the 
Day when we mulſt/ give Account of our ſelves to 
God. Our Privileges are great; and let our Improve- 
ment in all Piety and Virtue be ſome Way ſuitable 
thereto, Moſt deteſtable will our Ingratitude be, 
if we do not walk worthy of the Deliverances God 
has vouchſafed us. As we would not Provoke him 
to withdraw his Favour and Protection from us, let 
us perfect Holineſs in his Fear. Let us not be weary 
in Well-doing ; for in due Seaſon e ſball reap, if abe 
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